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ANNCR: 

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH DISCUSSION Til RECENT WEEKS -- BOTH 
I THE UNITED STATES AND AGROAD--ABO0UT THE STRATEGIC 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SOVIET UtlIOi! AND THE UNITED STATES. 
VOA NEWS ANALYST JGHN ALBERT DISCUSSFS SOME OF THE 
CONSIDERATIONS WHICH AMERICAH OFFICIALS REGARD AS IMPORTANT 
Iiw JUDGING THE RELATIVE STRENGTIi OF THE STRATEGIC WEAPONS 
ARSENALS OF THE THO NATIONS: 
VOICE: 

AMERICAN OFFICIALS FEEL VERY STRONGLY THAT THE DEBATE 
OVER THE GROWTH OF THE SOVIET STRATEGIC FORCE Ii! RECENT YEARS 
HAS OFTEI! OBSCURED SEVERAL BASIC FACTS WifICH TEND TO MAKE 
SOVIET POWER APPEAR HORE THAN LIFE-SIZE. THE MOST 
FUNDAMENTAL FACT TO CONSIDER IS THAT IN TALKING ACOUT 
“EQUIVALENCE” OF STRATEGIC FORCES ONE MUST NOT OVERLOOK 
THE FACT THAT THE TiO COUNTRIES HAVE DEVELOPED NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS WHICH ARE QUITE DIFFERUIIT,SOTH Tid QUANTITY AlID 
QUALITY. 

OBVIOUSLY, IF THE UNITED STATES WERE TO STAND STILL IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPOI!S, THE SOVIET UNION COULD 
ACQUIRE STRATEGIC SUPERIORITY. BUT UIIDER THE PREVAILING 
CIRCUMSTANCES THE EXPERTS AGREE WITH THE KISSINGER VIEW 
THAT NEITHER THE UNITED STATES NOR THE SOVIET Uf!ION CAN ATTAIN 
STRATEGIC SUPERIORITY OVER THE OTHER. AS THE SECRETARY OF 


STATE HAS SAID, WEITHER NATION WILL PERIIIT AN IMBALANCE TO 
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LORG EXIST. THE LOUG LEAD TIHE RECUIRED FOR THE DEVECLoPHies\T 
AND DEPLOYNENT OF HODER.: WEAPOUS IS AHOTHER SAFEGUARD, INASMUCH 
AS IT OFFERS BOTH SIDES TINE FOR COUNTERMEASURES TO BE TAKEH. 

COPT) THE REAL PROBLEM IS NOT HO! TO MAINTAIN THE STRATEGIC 
BALANCE, GUT HOUl TO AVOID A SEHSELESS NUCLEAR ARIS RACE WHICH 
ONLY LEADS TO THE SAME BALANCE AT A HICHER LEVEL OF WEAPONS 
ARSENALS AND WEAPONS EXPENDITURES. IT IS HERE WHERE THE 
RATIONALE FOR THE STRATECIC ARIS LINMETATIONS TALKS COMES It, 
THEIR BASIC PURPOSE IS TO HATITALTi THIS STRATEGIC BALANCE AT 
THE LOWEST LEVEL ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIDES. (CEND OPT) 

STRATEGIC SUPERIORITY, IF IT IS TC MEAS! ANYTHING AT ALL, 
WUST CE ONE WHICH PERMITS OE POWER TO DESTROY THE CAPADILITY 
OF THE OTHER TO RETALIATE ACA!ST A HAJOR HUCLEAR ATTACK. AS 
FAR AS THE UNITED STATES IS COICERIIED, ITS STRATEGIC FORCES 
CONSIST OF THREE PARTS-~-T'NTERCONTINENTAL MISSILES, INTER- 
CONTINENTAL BOMBERS, AND NISSTLE-LAUHCHING SUSIIARTHES. THOSE 
WHO ARGUE THAT IHPROVED SOVIET HISSILES COULD ONE DAY CRIPPLE 
AMERICAN LALICO-BASED MISSILES, IGNORE THE STRIKING POWER OF U.S. 
BOMBERS AND SUBMARINES. BESIDES THE AMERICAN BORER FORCE IS 
NUCH LARGER THAN THAT OF THE SCVIET Uill0ii AUD U.S. NUCLEAR 
SUBNARIMES ARE BOTH TECHNOLOGICALLY SUPERIOR TO AND QUIETER 
THAN SOVIET SUBMARINES, THUS OFFSETTING THE MODEST SOVIET 
SUPERIORITY IN NUIBERS, 

IT IS QUITE CORRECT THAT THE GREATEST QUALITATIVE 
IMPROVEMENTS HAVE CONE IN SOVIET INTERCONTINENTAL HISSILES 
WHERE THE SOVIET UNION ALREADY HAD HORE LAUNCHERS Ai!D GREATER 
THROW-NEIGHT....THAT IS, THE A OUNT OF NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES ONE 


LAUNCHER CAN LIFT. BUT AGAIN THE UNITED STATES HOLDS STILL 


NEWS ANALYSIS NO, 1+1308 PACE 2 
AN ADVAHTAGE IN THE NUMBER OF WARHEADS AS WELL AS IH THEI? 
ACCURACY AND IN THE TECHNOLOGY OF MULTIPLE INDEPENDENTLY- 
TARGETED WARHEADS. THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO T'IPROVING 
FURTHER THE ACCURACY AND INVULHERADILITY OF ITS LAND-DASED 
MISSILES AND IS DEVELOPING MORE i:ODERH MISSILES, INCLUDING 
ONE WITH A MANEUVERABLE WARHEAD. 

TO THOSE CRITICS WHO REMAIN UIICONVINCED, ANERICAN OFFICIALS 
POINT OUT THAT APART FROM EXISTING WEAPONS, ONE NUST CONSIDER 
THE ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL BASE THE UNITED STATES AND ITS 
ALLIES POSSESS WHICH GUARANTEES Al! OVERWHELMING CAPACITY FOR 
INNOVATION AI!ID DEVELOPHENT. AT THE SAHE TIME, THE SOVIET 
UNION MUST DEAL WITH IWHEREHT UTAKNESSES It! ITS IlDUSTRY AND 
AGRICULTURE. ADD TO THIS THE FACT THAT ON THE BASIS OF RECENT 
WESTERN STUDIES IT APPEARS THAT THESE CHRONIC INEFFICIENCIES 
PERMEATE THE SOVIET DEFEHSE STRUCTURE TO A MUCH GREATER EXTENT 


THAN PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT. 
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